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Baptism: Preparation Guidelines
Dear Parents:
Congratulations on the arrival of your new baby! Our Catholic Community joins you in thanking God for the gift of new life. As you are seeking the baptism of your child in the Roman Catholic Church, in the Diocese of Bridgetown, the following guidelines are presented to help you embark upon this journey of faith with Christ and his Church.
A. The Sanctifying Role of the Church
The rite of Baptism is the first of seven sacraments of the Catholic Church. The waters of Baptism mark the beginnings of a person’s journey with God. By baptism, God purifies us from sin.
 It is one of the three sacraments of Initiation, which establish the foundations of Christian life. The other sacraments of Initiation are Eucharist and Confirmation. 
The child is baptized in the faith of his/her parents, of his/her godparents and of the Church.
Baptism is the introduction of a person into the Church community and is a wonderful opportunity for your fellow parishoners to share your joy in your new baby. That is why Baptism is often celebrated during Sunday mass so that as many people as possible can welcome your child into the community.
B. Basic Guidelines and Information for Infant Baptism
Parents are responsible for bringing their child to the Sacrament of Baptism as soon after birth as possible. Except in case of necessity, the church is the usual place of baptism.
 In order that a child be baptized, it is necessary that…
· the parents consent, or at least one of them, or someone legally standing in their place,
· and that there is reasonable hope that the child will be brought up in the Catholic Faith.
GODPARENTS: A person may only have one or two godparents (also called sponsors); if two are chosen, they must be male and female.
In order for someone to be eligible as a godparent, these are the requirements…
· they be chosen by the parents,
· have the ability and the intention to fulfill the role,
· be at least 16 years of age, and…
· be a confirmed Roman Catholic, who has already received the Most Holy Eucharist, is leading a life in harmony with the Catholic Faith (including Marriage) and will be a good role model for the one being baptized,
· and be neither the father nor the mother of the child.
· A baptized person who belongs to another Christian community may be admitted only as a “Christian witness” (not a godparent) provided that there is at least one Roman Catholic godparent who fulfills the above criteria. 
· A non-baptized person cannot be a witness.
C. Baptismal Preparation in your Parish
In order to respect your request for the baptism of your child, you are invited to follow closely the stages of preparation offered below...
· Contact your parish office and express your desire to have your child baptized. 
· Introduce yourself to the parish priest if you do not already know him personally.
· Open yourself to the invitation to actively join the faith community of your parish.  If you are not registered parishioners, please consider becoming involved in the prayer and celebration of the Sunday Eucharistic community.
· While baptismal preparation varies from parish to parish, you will be invited to participate in some manner of faith formation prior to the baptism of your child.  This may take the form of a meeting(s) with the pastor, pastoral assistant, or participation in a baptismal preparation session for parents.
It is extremely important to take your faith-life seriously because, before God, you have taken on an awesome responsibility for the salvation of another—your own child!  Your commitment and openness to baptismal preparation will help develop the faith-life of your child as he/she matures.
D.  Other Information
Are you living in a parish other than the one in which you wish to have your child baptized?
You are required to take your Baptismal Preparation in the parish in which you reside and then receive a testimonial letter from your Parish Priest to have your child baptized in another parish. This requirement respects the reality that pastors normally have sacramental jurisdiction only over their own parishioners.  Therefore, when one seeks a sacrament outside of one’s parish, the proper pastor’s permission is necessary.  Furthermore, the invitation to connect with one’s own proper parish first is founded on the hope that the faith-life of the family and of the one(s) to be baptized will be lived in community and not in isolation.
Marital Status
Your marital status will be clarified during the baptismal preparation process.  Baptism is not denied if the parents are unmarried or not married in the Roman Catholic Church.  However, there may be reason to postpone Baptism if parents are not practicing the Faith, or have no intention of living a Catholic life in harmony with the Gospel.  If your status is not in harmony with the Roman Catholic understanding of sacramental marriage, please inquire as to how we may help you enter into proper sacramental marriage or, if need be, seek a declaration of nullity by the Church.                                                   


We may ask you some information please check the registration form below.

Documents Required
1. Birth certificate of infant
2. Marriage certificate of married parents
3. Confirmation certificate of Catholic parent
4. Confirmation certificate of Catholic godparent


All of the above information applies to INFANT Baptism only.  If you have a child to be baptized who has reached catechetical age/the age of reason (7 years), you and they will receive different preparation.  Having sufficient understanding, the preparation will now be for the full complement of the Sacraments of Initiation, ie. baptism, confirmation, and Eucharist.

Helpful information,
http://www.beliefnet.com/Faiths/Catholic/2004/04/What-To-Know-Before-Your-Babys-Catholic-Baptism.aspx
Baptismal ceremony
http://www.catholicaustralia.com.au/page.php?pg=sacraments-baptismal-ceremony
General information
http://www.aboutcatholics.com/beliefs/a-guide-to-catholic-baptism/
Video aid:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05YB2jdHLsY
How to choose a baptismal name
http://www.wikihow.com/Choose-a-Baptismal-Name


REGISTRATION FORM
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1. Name of parish
INFORMATION FOR BAPTISM OF CHILD
2. Full name of child
3. Male / Female
4. Date of Birth
5. Place of Birth
6. Home Address
PARENTS INFORMATION
1. Father’s Name
2. Father’s Address
3. Telephone Numbers: H.W,C
4. Father’s Religion ; Parish; Registered Member of Parish  Yes /No
5. Mass Attendance: Weekly; Occasionally; Seldom; Never
6. Confirmed: Yes / No (if yes, Date & Place of Confirmation)
7. Mother’s Name
8. Mother’s  Address
9. Telephone Numbers: H.W,C
10. Mother’s Religion ; Parish; Registered Member of Parish  Yes /No
11. Mass Attendance: Weekly; Occasionally; Seldom; Never
12. Confirmed: Yes / No (if yes, Date & Place of Confirmation)
13. Parents Married: Yes/ No  (if yes, Date & Place of Marriage)
A. TO BE COMPLETED BY THE INSTRUCTOR		
Baptismal Information:				ATTENDANCE AT CLASSES
Date of Baptismal
Instructions							Father		Mother		G/Father	G/Mother
1. _______________________________ 
2. _______________________________
3. _______________________________
4. _______________________________
5. _______________________________

Date and Time of Baptism: ______________________________________
Interviewed by the Parish Priest: _________________________________

(On reverse of form) 

GODPARENT / OFFICIAL WITNESS INFORMATION
Godfather / Official Witness
1. Name
2. Religion
3. If Catholic, name of parish            Details of Confirmation:
4. Attend church where:                    How often: weekly; monthly; seldom
5. If married - church / other:
 Godmother / Official Witness
1. Name
2. Religion
3. If Catholic, name of parish            Details of Confirmation:
4. Attend church where:                    How often: weekly; monthly; seldom
5. If married - church / other:
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ST. PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL
Bay Street, Bridgetown
426-2325;  rccathedral@hotmail.com 

	Last Sunday
Time: During mass at 11:00a.m. 
Baptism Classes
Mondays 5:00p.m.
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